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EDMOND DEMOCRATIC WOMEN ENDORSES CARRI HICKS FOR OKLAHOMA SENATE DISTRICT 40

Edmond Democratic Women announces endorsement for Carri Hicks a democratic candidate for Oklahoma
Senate District 40.  Carri shares the values of the Edmond Democratic Women and we believe she is uniquely
qualified to represent Oklahomans in Senate District 40.  For more information about Carri or to volunteer to
help with her campaign efforts, please visit her website https://www.carrihicks.com/.

MEET CARRI

Senator Carri Hicks is a mother, an educator, and a lifelong Oklahoman. The daughter of a public school
teacher, Hicks graduated from Oklahoma City University. She earned her bachelor's degree in mass
communications and political science. Hicks furthered her education at OCU by earning a master's degree with
a focus on leadership management. She went on to work for United Way of Central Oklahoma and Saint Luke's
United Methodist Church. Hicks developed skills in fundraising, advertising, and publishing throughout her
career in the nonprofit sector. 

A life-long learner with a passion for education, Hicks decided to seek a career change. She earned her masters
in early childhood education and applied for a teaching certificate. Hicks began working as a public school
teacher in the Putnam City School District in 2011. After three years teaching Kindergarten at Tulakes
Elementary, Hicks moved to the Deer Creek School District, where she taught First Grade for two years and
Fourth Grade Math and Science for two years at Grove Valley Elementary.

Hicks has served as an adjunct professor at OCU teaching in the College of Education. In the summer of 2019,
she was named a Gaylord-McCasland Education Fellow by the Oklahoma Hall of Fame, and worked to reshape
the museum experience for young learners.

Today, Hicks lives in Northwest Oklahoma City with her husband of ten years, Spencer. They are the proud
parents of three children: Camilla, Holli, and Sawyer. A dedicated community servant, Hicks was named CEO of
Rainbow Fleet, an Oklahoma City nonprofit focused on early childhood education and quality child care. This
new role allows Hicks to extend her work on early childhood to positively impact kids and families in our
community. Hicks also serves on the nonprofit board for the STEAM Engine, where she helps build the next
generation of makers and doers. Hicks serves on the Education, Health & Human Services, and Finance
Committees and looks forward to continuing to represent the voices of her constituents in Senate District 40.

CARRI’S ISSUES

Education
During her time in the legislature, Oklahoma has begun to restore decades of budget cuts to public education.
However, Oklahoma consistently falls in the bottom 10 states for funding public education. As a former
educator and mother of three, Carri has seen how budget cuts in the past impact students first hand.

https://www.carrihicks.com/


Overcrowded classrooms coupled with a devastating teacher shortage, threaten the academic potential for all
of our children. Our veteran teachers are retiring at a rate three times higher than average in the wake of the
most challenging year in education. Lack of funding to support technology in the classroom became more
visible than ever in highlighting the digital divide in our learning environments. Carri knows that unless things
change, our kids will leave school without the skills they need to enter college or the workforce. In the Senate,
Carri continues to fight tooth and nail to ensure public dollars are going to public classrooms. She has actively
fought against measures to defund public education, while being an avid advocate for ensuring our public
classrooms get the funding they deserve.

Healthcare

Carri believes that access to great healthcare for Oklahomans is a fundamental right. When Carri was pregnant
with her second child, her first-born son became seriously ill. After weeks of declining health, he ended up in
the emergency room and was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes. Carri is grateful for the lifesaving care her son
received, but knows that many families lack access to quality medical care. Our uninsured rate remains high,
hospitals across the state are closing, and we have a severe shortage of nurses and healthcare workers.
Medicaid expansion is a huge step in the right direction in covering families and individuals with health
insurance, but there is so much work left to be done to improve our health outcomes. Carri believes every
family deserves the best treatment possible, no matter their background, their income, or zip code. Some of
Carri's greatest accomplishments in healthcare reform in her first term were authoring and passing legislation
for emergency access to lifesaving medications and capping copays on insulin. Healthcare continues to be one
of Carri's top priorities and she remains steadfast in her commitment to improve health outcomes for
Oklahomans.

Economic Recovery
Our state is facing a massive labor shortage, and we have a unique opportunity to build back better. As our
largest economic sectors are working through existing challenges compounded by the Pandemic, it is
important to ensure that everyone has equal access to the workforce. Carri supports meaningful reforms to
invest in our communities so that folks can go to work and take care of their families. Carri has been a tireless
advocate for small business owners, constantly communicating to ensure needs are being heard and
addressed. From fighting for economic relief for everyday Oklahomans to pushing to restore the Earned
Income Tax Credit, she knows economic relief starts by ensuring hard-working families can reinvest in their
local communities. As we continue to repair the economic damages of COVID-19, Carri will continue to fight for
responsible economic recovery, and put the needs of workers first.

This information was taken from Carri’s website: carrihicks.com
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