
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: AUGUST 19, 2022

EDMOND DEMOCRATIC WOMEN ENDORSES JULIA KIRT FOR OKLAHOMA SENATE DISTRICT 30

Edmond Democratic Women announces endorsement for Julia Kirt a democratic candidate for Oklahoma
Senate District 30.  Julia shares the values of the Edmond Democratic Women and we believe she is uniquely
qualified to represent Oklahoman’s in Senate District 30.  For more information about Julia or to volunteer to
help with her campaign efforts, please visit her website https://www.juliakirt.com.

MEET JULIA

A fifth generation Oklahoman, Julia is the daughter of an Air Force veteran and a minister. Julia learned the
value of giving back to her community from an early age and works to lift up others in her everyday life.

Julia is an experienced community leader. For the 20 years before she was elected, Julia worked to build up
Oklahoma’s creative potential as the director of two different statewide nonprofit arts organizations. She most
recently served as the Executive Director of Oklahomans for the Arts, which works to improve the economy,
education and communities through the arts. Previously, she led the Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition, working
with thousands of artists across the state to develop strong small businesses and connect with audiences. 

She graduated from the University of Oklahoma with a Masters in Art History and earned an undergraduate
degree from Macalester College in Communications. She received further training through the Stanford
Graduate School Business Center for Social Innovation.

Since entering the Senate, Julia has earned the respect of those on both sides of the aisle. First elected in
2018, she has concentrated her legislative efforts on public education, mental health, a fair budget and
prioritizing Oklahomans left behind. Learning at every opportunity, she asks the hard questions that need to be
asked and carefully considers the consequences of every decision.
 
Julia has become one of the most well known budget watchdogs in the legislature, working to ensure
responsible state investments and fair fiscal policies. She serves on the Appropriations Committee, Health and
Human Services Subcommittee for Appropriations, Finance Committee and the Legislative Office of Fiscal
Transparency Oversight Committee.
 
Dedicating herself to speaking up for Oklahomans being left behind, she serves as co-chair of the Waiting List
Caucus to ensure individuals with developmental disabilities receive the services they deserve to thrive and
their families receive the help they need. The Arc of Oklahoma awarded Julia the 2020 Elected Official
Advocate of the Year award for promoting better understanding and integration of people with disabilities in
employment, education, and the community.
 

https://www.juliakirt.com/?fbclid=IwAR2dPZ-og8Rj5ZL9aXFlmGtYX6LM4tl1AlX4cYRl86dgcdCgoB0gcv31RTA.
https://www.juliakirt.com


Julia helped start the Legislative Mental Health Caucus, a bi-partisan group of leaders working to make sure
Oklahomans facing mental health challenges or substance use disorder can receive treatment and our state
invests more in prevention. Mental Health America named her a 2021 Legislative Champion for her work.

Julia lives in Oklahoma City with her husband of 17 years, Nathan Guilford, and their two children, Roger and
Lila. Nathan owns a small business in northwest Oklahoma City.

JULIA’S ISSUES

Strong Public Schools
Our kids deserve public schools with the resources to help them reach their potential. Despite efforts to catch
up, our state still underfunds our schools compared to the region. Our state has overemphasized testing and
underemphasized 21st century skills. Supporting our public schools motivates Julia’s service. Julia is a public
school parent, product of public schools and daughter of a former public school teacher.

Julia will continue to stand up for policies that benefit kids and equip educators.

Thriving Mental Health
Brain health is part of our wellbeing. Every Oklahoman deserves access to mental health care that helps them
live their best lives. Meanwhile, 1 in 5 Oklahoma adults experience mental illness. Oklahomans have some of
the highests rates in the country of Adverse Childhood Experiences and longest waits to be diagnosed or
treated for mental illness.

Julia will keep championing resources for mental health and substance use disorder treatment for all ages.

An Economy that Works for ALL
We have to create an economy with more opportunities available for more people. Oklahoma leaves far too
much capacity untapped. Inequality undermines competition and limits growth in our economy. Although our
economy has grown, wages for most Oklahomans have stagnated. The pandemic showed how much
employment is fragile. When we support Oklahoma-grown businesses and improve the skills of workers, we
build a new economy. When our state invests in quality education and health, we invest in long term
prosperity.

Julia knows that creating a state where more people can succeed makes it so our state will succeed. She will
continue speaking up for quality jobs and business opportunities for Oklahomans.

This information was taken from Julia’s website: juliakirt.com
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